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Pro Carton

Pro Carton is the European Association of Carton and Cartonboard 

manufacturers. It represents members operating 50+ board machines in 

over 40 mills across 14 different countries in Europe and the carton 

converting industry. 

Its purpose is to promote the use of folding cartons and cartonboard to 

brand owners, the trade, as well as designers, the media, and policymakers 

as an economically and ecologically balanced packaging medium, that is 

renewable, biodegradable, and recyclable.

Pro Carton and ECMA, the European Carton Makers Association, hold the 

annual and most prestigious award in sustainable packaging, the European 

Carton Excellence Award, alongside the Pro Carton Young Designers Award 

and Pro Carton Student Video Award. These awards celebrate innovation and 

sustainable design, attracting thousands of students, universities and 

industry professionals each year.



Pro Carton MembersPro Carton Members



What is Cartonboard?
Folding cartons are small to medium-sized boxes made of cartonboard. They are used to 

package a wide range of products, from food – such as cereals, frozen and chilled foods, 

confectionery, baked goods, tea, coffee and other dry foods – to pharmaceuticals, cosmetics 

and more.

Many different types of cartonboard are produced, all of which can be manufactured in different 

weights (grammages) and thicknesses.

Cartonboard is renewable, recyclable and biodegradable. It is a truly sustainable packaging 

material and a perfect example of the circular economy.
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Contact us:
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Annual Award Programme



Unearthing the Future of the 

Folding Carton Industry

The Pro Carton Young Designers Award is Europe’s leading annual talent competition for aspiring 

packaging design.

Focusing exclusively on cartonboard, the award plays an important role in promoting sustainable 

packaging and innovation amongst students across Europe. The design competition is free to enter and 

open to all students enrolled at a European school or university.

The 2024 Pro Carton Young Designers Award is set to once again reveal exceptional ideas, whilst allowing 

Pro Carton to attract the next generation into our industry by showing them the benefits of cartonboard 

and rewarding their creative thinking. Entering the awards is the perfect platform to network directly with 

industry experts and kick-start graduate job opportunities. 

For the purpose of the award, Pro Carton has partnered with MM Board & Paper and Metsä to supply 

cartonboard sheets for practical design work, free of charge. This process runs in cycles from October 

2023 until April 2024.



CARTONBOARD ORDERS 2024

Available to order:

• Natural FBB 235 gsm

• Natural FBB 270 gsm

• Classic FBB 225 gsm

• Pro FBB Bright 220 gsm

• Pro FBB Bright 280 gsm

• Prime FBB Bright 305 gsm

Sheet Size: 70 x 100cm

Sheet Grade: Dependent on board type, see above

Quantity: Maximum of 200 sheets per grade

Delivery: Dependent on requests, flexible

Available to order:

• Recycled Grafopak GD2 (white top

/ grey reverse)

• Recycled Grafopak Kraft GT4 (white top / brown 

reverse)

• Recycled Browncolour UT4 (brown top and reverse)

• Virgin Alaska Eco GC2 (white top / cream reverse)

Sheet Size: 72 x 102cm

Sheet Grade: 300 gsm

Quantity: 100 sheets

Delivery: Beginning of November, December, 

and January only



2024 Categories

Creative Cartonboard 
Packaging: Food & Drink

Creative Cartonboard 
Packaging: All Other

Sustainability



Brief

• Creative Cartonboard Packaging | Food & Drink: The focus lies on cartonboard as the most 

sustainable food and beverages packaging material and its recyclability. Give us a taste of great design!

• Creative Cartonboard Packaging | All Other – excluding Food & Drink: This category focuses on 

using the most sustainable packaging material for non-food packaging. Which packaging problems are 

not yet solved? What can be improved? have a look around yourself and get inspired!

• Sustainability: Show us your ideas as to how cartonboard can reduce or replace plastic or other less 

sustainable materials and help us protect nature!

The fourth award category will be the Public Award. The public will have the opportunity to vote for their 

favourite designs during the public vote and help determine the Public Award winner.

The brief is kept as open as possible to allow for maximum creativity in packaging and cartonboard 

design.



What do you need to submit?

Entry name: give your design a descriptive, memorable, appealing name.

Entry description: Promote your design (max. 150 words). The 

description is key so make sure to describe key design features and how it 

promotes sustainability/what it replaces.

Media: Upload up to 5 photos of your design (landscape and portrait). 

You can also upload video material too!

Select category: Choose the entry category your design fits into. 

Remember, you must create your design and submit photos/videos of it by 17th May 2024. Only the shortlisted entrants will be notified to 

send their designs to the in-person judging. Do not send your designs until you have been notified.

https://www.procarton.com/awards/pro-carton-young-designers-award/2024-2/enter/
https://www.procarton.com/awards/pro-carton-young-designers-award/2024-2/enter/
https://www.procarton.com/awards/pro-carton-young-designers-award/2024-2/enter/


Rules

Creations must be made mainly of 

cartonboard over 200 g/m2

Get creative, you can reimagine 

product packaging that exists, or create 

a new concept. The options are endless

Submissions must be three-dimensional 

and to scale.

You must include images of your 

cartonboard concept and a brief 

description of the design & its features

Your design must be your own idea 

and not copied from another source

Entries made from any other material 

than cartonboard will be disqualified



SATKAR GIDDA

Independent Packaging Consultant

SANJEEV DAS

Global Packaging Director, Unilever

ALICAN DURAN

Chairman, KASAD

KEMAL OZKIRIM

Marketing Manager, Kartonsan

Judging Process

Online judging to determine the initial shortlist of 80 entries

In-person judging - the esteemed judging panel of industry world 

leaders carefully consider every entry, testing the functionality, design, 

and creativity. A shortlist of 25 is chosen for the Public Vote alongside 

the category winners & finalists

2023 judges:

2024 Judges TBC



Benefits

Unrivalled opportunities to network with 

the crème de la crème of the industry-

leading companies. A chance to connect 

and show off design processes.

Category winners and finalists and their 

teachers are invited on a full expenses-paid 

trip to attend the prestigious awards gala 

held in Berlin, Germany 2024.

All top 25 entries are promoted across 

Pro Carton’s social media, with a 

combined follower count of 23,000+. 

And, last year’s public vote received a 

huge 5,700+ votes.

Winners will be invited on a once in a 

lifetime training opportunity with 

industry leaders to learn more about the 

production process of cartonboard and 

meet with industry professionals.

Winners and finalists will be promoted 

through Pro Carton’s marketing & PR 

campaign. Your designs will be featured in 

press releases, covered by key trade titles, 

including, Packaging News, Packaging 

Europe, Neue Verpackung, and more.

The perfect experience, whatever the 
outcome, to add to your CV for 
prospective employers. Entering the 
PCYDA shows your true dedication and 
skill to a sustainable approach to 
packaging design. Just what the industry 
is looking for!



2024 Timeline

Entries close Top 25 Shortlist Awards GalaInitial Shortlist

The online entry form will close at 

midnight, ensure all entries are 

submitted by then!

The top 80 entries are notified and 

send their designs to the in- person 

judging

The top 25 are notified, their entries 

will then go to Public Vote, to 

decide the winner of the 2024 

Public Award

The winners and finalists are invited 

to join us at the ceremony in Berlin, 

Germany

19

Sep

03

Jul

24

May

17

May

Please note, these dates are subject to change



2023 Victory

Finalist Finalist FinalistFinalist FinalistFinalist

Sustainability

Award

Creative Cartonboard 

Packaging 
Food & Drink

Creative Cartonboard 

Packaging 
All Other

Public

Award



2023 Awards Gala Recap...



Testimonials

“The PCYDA not only offers students the unique opportunity to get to grips 

with the topic of carton packaging, but also the chance to present their ideas 

to a wide audience. The chance to come into contact with the industry and 

thus a potential producer of their packaging at the award ceremony is a further 

benefit.

The internship provided for the winners and the associated supporting 

programme are a further incentive to become part of the large PCYDA family.

And in the best case, it is a kick-off for a career in the exciting field of 

packaging, as in my case more than 25 years ago.”

Susanne Lippitsch, Packaging Design, FH Joanneum

“Everything in Seville was so welcoming and 

amazing. Thank you for being such an awesome 

support for all the students.”

Rose Lwin, PCYDA Creative Cartonboard 

Ideas Food & Drink Winner 2023

“Thank you to the Storm team for organising

such a great event, I really enjoyed attending. 

There was such great energy and hospitality, 

great job to the whole team.”

Nadine Bennett, Chelsea College of Arts



Take the challenge!

studentawards@procarton.com

(+44) 020 7240 2444
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