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Video message 
Swedish EU Presidency

Christian Danielsson
State Secretary to 
Minister for EU Affairs Jessika Roswall
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Overview of Swedish 
presidency’s key takeaways

Marco Eikelenboom
CEO, Sappi Europe
Vice-Chairman, Cepi

Jori Ringman
Director General, Cepi
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Circular Choices and overview of EU 
political process

Ana Díaz Cordero, 
EU Public Affairs Manager, Cepi
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Circular Choices Coalition:  EU broadest coalition yet 
representing our sector’s value chains 

• 20 European associations

o 14 as signatories (wood, paper, fibre-based

products & packaging, bioenergy)

o 6 as supporters (forest owners & managers)

• Objective: Influencing the next Commission work

programme (mandate 2024-2029) during its

preparatory period (2023-2024).
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First outreach meetings at EU level to present the Coalition and 
policy recommendations
*These meetings/campaign are NOT aimed at discussing current policy files*

13 meetings since the launch of the Coalition:

• Coalition’s positive narrative around our contribution to long-term EU objectives to

support our policy recommendations was highly appreciated (Commission’s Secretary

General; Commissioner for Environment Virginijus Sinkevičius)

• Positive feedback on considering our value-chains as strategic for the circular

bioeconomy and EU strategic autonomy (J. Antunes, Deputy Head of Agriculture

Cabinet; Jordi Solé, President of EFA and Vice-President of the Greens)

• Bioeconomy on the rise
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• Most interest was shown on the “need for scaling up our products” and our

views regarding investments in the EU (general)

• We were encouraged to communicate more on our “success business

cases” (Silke Dalton, EPP head of economic affairs)



11

Member States and political groups’ role on setting 

the priorities of the next EU mandate

Power of influence of national governments

• Through the European Council, Members States’ main role is to determine the EU's

general political direction and priorities.

• Before the next mandate starts, the European Council is expected to adopt a 'strategic

agenda' of priority areas for the EU for the next five years (2024-2029) that should

guide the European Commission’s work programme.
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Member States and political groups’ role on setting 

the priorities of the next EU mandate

Power of influence of political groups

• In view of the upcoming European elections in 2024, the different EU political groups draft

their manifestos with the aim of guiding the political programmes of candidates for the

European Parliament, as well as the future European Commission appointed after the

elections.
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Member States and political groups’ role on setting 

the priorities of the next EU mandate

Both the European Council and European Parliament have a big role on appointing the

next European Commission President and Commissioners.
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Circular Choices at national level to get high-level political access

Cepi encourages national associations and

companies from Coalition partners to amplify Circular

Choices campaign at national level
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Circular Choices at national level to get high-level political access

Cepi encourages national associations and

companies from Coalition partners to amplify Circular

Choices campaign at national level:

• Mention the European Circular Choices Coalition in

their meetings with their governments and political

groups

• Amplify Circular Choices campaign in their respective

countries, supported by material made available by

Cepi and coalition partners (executive summary, social

media, media coverage).

The purpose is to position our value chains as

strategic for the EU in the next years.
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

19

Oct

Swedish EU Presidency

Nov Dec

Spanish EU Presidency

Political groups draft their campaign manifestos

European Commission starts 

brainstorming about next priorities

Campaign implementation

Mapping of Parliament’s and Commission’s 

candidates for the next mandate (into 2024)

Amplifying Circular Choices at national level 

to get high-level political access

Gather intelligence / Build & strengthen relations through meetings with European Parliament and 

Commission

Commission’s Directorates start 

preparing the

handover document & next priorities 

(into 2024)

Coalition internal work and 

strategy planning

Circular Choices campaign implementation
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Predictions for the 
next political cycle

Sabrine Skiker
Associate Director, Hanover Communications



OUTLOOK 2024: COUNCIL CONFIGURATION
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OUTLOOK 2024: COMMISSIONERS
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OUTLOOK 2024: PARLIAMENT

EPP
157 (-19)

The Left
47 (+10)

Renew Europe
90 (-11)

ECR
80 (+14)

S&D  
141 (-3)

Greens/EFA 
50 (-22)

Unaffiliated + non-inscrits
74 (+27)

ID
66 (+4)
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Testimonies from 
Coalition partners

1. Paul Brannen
Director of Public Affairs, European Woodworking 
Industry Confederation (CEI-Bois)

2. Clive Pinnington
Managing Director, European Panel Federation (EPF)

3. Jean-Marc Jossart
Secretary General, Bioenergy Europe

4. Matti Rantanen
Director General, European Paper Packaging Alliance (EPPA)



OPPORTUNITY: Engineered timber / Mass timber





OPPORTUNITY: Wood based renovation products

190 million buildings by 2050



OPPORTUNITY: World’s tallest timber building 85m Norway



OPPORTUNITY: 
Bigger & bigger 
wooden 
buildings



OPPORTUNITY: Modular timber framed



OPPORTUNITY:
Carbon offsets



OPPORTUNITY: 
New wooden 
materials



OPPORTUNITY: Significant
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Testimonies from 
Coalition partners

1. Paul Brannen
Director of Public Affairs, European Woodworking 
Industry Confederation (CEI-Bois)

2. Clive Pinnington
Managing Director, European Panel Federation (EPF)

3. Jean-Marc Jossart
Secretary General, Bioenergy Europe

4. Matti Rantanen
Director General, European Paper Packaging Alliance (EPPA)
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Q & A



If you print this presentation, please recycle it. 

Paper is recyclable and the natural support of ideas.

Cepi aisbl

Confederation of European Paper Industries

Avenue Louise 250, box 80 

B-1050 Bruxelles

+32 2 627 49 11

cepi.org       @CEPI_paper Cepi


